Coronavirus: Federal Council to lift measures — mask requirement on public transport
and in healthcare institutions and isolation in the event of illness to remain until end of
March

Bern,16.02.2022 - From Thursday, 17 February, masks and COVID certificates will no
longer be required to enter shops, restaurants, cultural venues and other public settings
and events. The requirement to wear masks in the workplace and the recommendation
to work from home will also end. At its meeting on 16 February, the Federal Council
took the decision to lift the majority of measures in place to contain the coronavirus
pandemic. Only the requirements to isolate in the event of a positive test and to wear
masks on public transport and in healthcare institutions will remain in place until the
end of March to protect those at high risk, after which the situation status will return to
normal.

The epidemiological situation continues to develop positively. Thanks to the high level of
immunity among the population, it is unlikely that the healthcare system will be
overburdened despite the continued high level of virus circulation. For the Federal Council,
this means that the conditions are in place for a rapid normalisation of social and economic
life. After consulting the cantons, the social partners, the parliamentary committees and the
associations concerned, it is lifting most of the measures in place to combat the pandemic.
Since May 2021, it has based its

measures on available capacity in the healthcare system.

Consultation: Majority for swift lifting of measures

On 2 February, the Federal Council submitted two options for lifting measures for
consultation. A clear majority of respondents came out in favour of lifting most of the
remaining measures with immediate effect. At the same time, they favoured retaining the
requirement to wear masks in healthcare institutions and on public transport as long as
infection rates remain high.

From 17 February: Almost all measures lifted

From Thursday, 17 February, the following protective measures will be lifted throughout
Switzerland:

- mask requirement in shops, restaurants, as well as in other public settings (facilities,
venues and events)

- mask requirement in the workplace

- access restrictions regulated by COVID certificate (3G, 2G and 2G+-rule) to facilities and
venues such as cinemas, theatres and restaurants, as well as events

- permit requirement for large-scale events

- restrictions on private gatherings

In agreement with the Federal Council, voluntary capacity restrictions in the retail sector
and in cablecars and gondolas will be lifted



